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A LIFE OF EXCELLENCE
Dr. James Allen Colston, newly
elected president of Bronx Com-
munity College, comes to us with
vast experience in the educational
field. In 15 years as President of
Knoxville College, Dr. Colston
raised that school's prestige by
striving for excellence in every
phase of its program, by achieving
full accreditation for it, by tre-
bling its full-time faculty members
and its student enrollment, by in-
creasing the base salary of faculty
members five times, by construct-
ing ten new buildings, and by
achieving greater private and pub-
lic support.
Dr. Colston has had wide uni-
versity and community experience .
He has been a member of the fac-
ulty of Atlanta University ; Direc-
tor of Public Relations, Hampton
Institute ; Professor of Education,
Agricultural and Technological Col-
lege, Greensboro, North Carolina ;
a lecturer at New York University ;
President, Bethune-Cookman Col-
lege, Daytona Beach, Florida ;
President of Georgia State Col-
lege, Savanah, Georgia, and since
1951, President of Knoxville Col .
lege .
Dr. Colston thoroughly identi-
fied himself in the Knoxville com-
munity through service on its Me-
tropolitan Planning Commission,
Chamber of Commerce, Council of
Community Services, and Tennes-
see Council on Human Relations
among others. He was a recipient
of the 1962 Brotherhood Award of
the Knoxville Branch of the Na-
tional Rountable of Christians and
Jews. Dr. Colston is 57 years of
age (born July 27, 1909), is mar-
ried to Whilhelmina White and has
one daughter.
BCC's new President graduated
Morehouse College, Atlanta, Geor-
gia, in 1932 with his B .A. He re-
ceived his masters degree from
Atlanta University, the following
year. Dr. Colston was awarded his
doctorate from New York Univer-
sity in 1950 . In 1954, he received
his LL.D. from Monmouth College
in Monmouth, Illinois . Another
LL.D. was received from More-
house College in Atlanta, Georgia .
Dr. Colston is a member of many
national honor organizations . He
belongs to Phi Delta Kappa Frater-
nity, Sigma Delta Psi National
Honorary Athletic Fraternity, Al-
pha Kappa Mu Honor Society, Al-
pha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Ameri-
can Teacher's Association, Amer-
ican Association of School Admin-
istrators, National Education As-
sociation, Association for Higher
Education, and the Board of Di-
rectors of the Southern Regional
Council .
In attaining the presidency of
BCC, Dr. Colston becomes the first
Negro to head a college in this
city or state. He is believed to be
the first Negro to head a predo-
minantly, traditionally white col-
lege anywhere in the country since
1882 .
According to the United States
Negro College Fund, there are two
colleges with Negro presidents
that have . more white students
than Negroes . Originally all-Ne-
gro, the institutions are West Vir-
ginia State College and Bluefield
State College, also in West Vir-
ginia .
(Continued on Page 4, Col . 5)
PRESIDENT
SPEAKS ON
Doctor James A. Colston, at the
time of his investiture in his In-
augural Address, entitled "A
Sense of Direction," pointed out
five major societal forces which
influence, significantly, education
today .
First, "The Space-Time Revolu-
tion," which is rapidly advancing
us toward "one world" in terms of
space and time, with advancements
in transportation and communica-
tion, involving all people with hisfellows-"The world and its peo-
ple are being increasingly welded
into one commnunity ."
"The conquest of manner and
nature," is Doctor Colston's second
point. He pointed out the econo-
mic basis of man's world is being
revolutionized by automation .
Education is being influenced by
"Urbanization and Population Ex-
pansion" making the world we live
in a "tiny globe with three billion
other human beings ." A significant
factor is population concentrating
in metropolitan areas .
Noting "The Knowledge Explo-
sion," Doctor Colston continues,
"There is about 100 times as much
to know now as was available in
1900. It's estimated that by the
year 2,000, knowledge will increase
a thousandfold .
(Continued on Page 4, Col . 4)
INVESTITURE
WITH PRAISE
Doctor James A. Colston,
was inaugurated as President
of Bronx Community, at the
Nursing Center Auditorium,
on Sunday, April 23, 1967, at
3 :00 PM .
President Colston was invested
with praise, by Porter Chandler,
Chairman of BHE. Principal speak-
ers included : Governor Nelson A .
Rockefeller, and Chancellors Bow-
ker, and Gould, from the City and
State Universities; as well as
Benjamin F. McLaurin, Chairman
of the Board of Trustees of BCC .
The day began with the regis-
tration of the delegates, who were
assigned to their various rooms .
The first part of the day's agenda
was a massive buffet prepared by
the Bronx Hospital staff at the
Nursing Center . A good number
of Mrs. Harder's Nursing Students
were serving as hostesses at this
affair, as well as throughout the
day .
(Continued on Page 4, Cob 4)
Page 2
Porter R. Chandler and Morris lushe-
witz invest Dr. Colston with the sym-
bol of office.
(Above) The Academic Procession
led by Dean Minkin, Vice President
Hoberman, and President Finkel .
(Right) Mrs. Colston, Dr. Meister,
Mrs. Meister, and CCNY President
Buell G. Gallagher at the pre-cere-
mony buffet.
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Governor Rockefeller arrives, at the
BCC Nursing Center to serve as the
principal speaker of the day .
(Above) Dr. Colston presents his in-
augural address, entitled "A Sense of
Direction ."
(Left) Prof. Rosenfield joints past
BCC Dean of Administration (and
now Bergen County Community Presi-
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Dean Minkin, Assistant Dean of
Students :
People were enthusiastic, they
began to arrive for registration
even before time."
Dr. Mandelbaum, English Depart-
ment :
"The program was inspiring, and
the remarks made by President
,Colston, Gov . Rockefeller, Chancel-
lor Bowler, and Chancellor Gould,
make clear that the problems and
promises of Bronx Community Col-
lege are appreciated . I look for-
ward to serving under the leader-
ship of President Colston."
Dr. Tauber, Dean of Faculty at
BCC (now at Hunter)
"A beautifully planned and ex-
ecuted occasion . Appropriately
solemn. To all my heartiest congra-
tulations ."
Dr. Silverman, President of Ber-
gen County Community College :
"Great, Not only that, but I'M
going to share the ideas for my
own inauguration."
Prof. Clement M. Thompson, Dean
of Students :
"It was beautiful, the ceremony
befitted the importance and signi-
ficance of the occasion ."
Dr. Bowker, Chancellor of . City
University :
"Dr. Colston has the respect
from all his presidential collea-
gues ."
Dr. Buell Gallagher, CCNY Presi-
dent :
"A very auspicious occasion."
Prof. Armas, Spanish Department :
"As one of the first teachers of
BCC, I am glad BCC is enlarging
everyday in all directions, break-
ing barriers of social, economic,
and racial prejudice .'
Professor Burger, Engineering :
"It's one of the nicest occasions,
over 700 people attending . Every-
thing went smoothly, everyone on
the committee participated excel-
lently, remembered by students
and faculty.
Lois Fasanaro, Assistant to Public
Relations Officer :
"So far this has been the most
fascinating day at BCC."
Mr. Martin Ersneker, Physics De-
partment :
"The inauguration was every-
thing I expected it to be ."
Dr. Perlmutter, Head of Nursing
Center :
"This is a very happy occasion
for all of us."
x .
Dr. Gould, Chancellor of SUNY
Presidential
Speech
(Continued from Page 1, Col . 5)
In the last point, "The Drive for
Equality of Opportunity," Doctor
Colston stressed the importance of
the responsibility that Higher Ed-
ucation must fulfill. "To create
conditions in which equality of op-
portunity can become a reality for
all people." He quoted Arthur
Goldberg as saying : "There is no
greater tragedy than the tragedy
of wasted talent ."
In speaking of these factors, Doc-
tor Colston further stated : "We
must know where we are trying
to go, what we are trying to ac-
complish, and what the outcomes
of our efforts will be in he fu-
ture." It was shown that Educa-
tion must have not only a sense of
direction for itself, but also a sense
of direction for society .
In conclusion, Doctor Colston
spoke of BCC as a community of
scholars. It is his hope that Bronx
Community will increasingly be-
come a place in which the faculty
and staff will work to their capa-
city, as experimenters with new
ideas, and as innovators in edu-
cation in an "Institution where all
qualified students can be admit-
ted." To make BCC the kind of
college that the borough of the
Bronx, the city of New York and
the state of New York deserve -
to Doctor Colston, his aim is to
make this "vision" a reality .
A Life of
Excellence
(Continued from Page 1, Col . 4)
Dr . Abraham Tauber, when
serving as the Dean-in-Charge of
the College spoke on March 10,
about the new President: "I had
the pleasure and the privilege of
being at the Board of Higher Ed-
ucation meeting and can announce
to the student body that Dr . James
C. Colston has been elected un-
animously to the Presidency of
Bronx Community College . I had
the privilege to chat with him and
welcome him on behalf of the fac-
ulty and student body. Dr. Colston
has also spoken with President
Meister."
Investiture and Events
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Dr. and Mrs. Colston and Dr . and Mrs. Meister at the Buffet .
(Continued from Page 1, Col . 5)
After the buffet there was a
short rest period, before robing,
where the delegates gathered in
the main lobby. Then at approxi-
mately 2:45 the procession into the
Auditorium began . Order for the
Academic Procession, went as fol-
lows : first, were representatives
of Student Government, that is
President Ray Finkel, and the
the Executive Committee, followed
by members of the Alumni Asso-
ciation . Then the delegates of the
learned societies, and the colleges
and universities and then the fac-
ulty of Bronx Community College.
Leading the Student Government
officers was Dean Minkin, the As-
sistant Dean of Students. The
marshalls for the procession itself
all carried the mace of authority ;
the six marshalls included : Cle-
ment M. Thompson, Dean of Stu-
dents ; Bernard P. Corbman, Act-
ing Dean of Faculty; Paul Rosen-
feld, Henry F . White,- Vera F.
Minkin, and Daniel McGrath, As-
sistant Dean of Administration .
The program began with an
organ prelude "Priere a Notre
Dame," and the National Anthem .
The Invocation was delivered by
Rabbi Krant., of the TremontKrantz,
Temple of the Bronx. Dr. Chand-
ler, introduced all the speakers .
After Benjamin F . McLaurin,
Chairman of the Board of trus-
tees at BCC, had spoken, the Chan-
cellor of the City University, Dr .
Albert H. Bowker, talked of the
importance of free higher educa-
tion. "Overall educational policy
for publicly supported institutions
of higher education are determin-
ed by public mandate, within the
framework of the structure of edu-
cational law ; the university must
not be subject to dollar dictation
- to control of educational pro-
gram or content or quality through
the power of the purse ."
The address was given by Gov-
ernor Rockefeller, and was fol-
lowed by a prayer from Rev . Ju-
lan D. Wick, the minister of the
Riverdale Presbyterian Church .
Then came the actual Investure
.Porter R Chandler was,assisted
b Y Morris Iushewitz,. a trustee of
the State University of New York .
After he was presented with the
symbol of his office, the BCC
Medallion, President Colston gave
his inaugural address entitled: "A
Sense of Direction ."
Music for the Inauguration was
provided by the BCC choir, who
sang "Domine Fili" of Vivaldi, and
a spiritual "New Born Again." The
choir was led by John C . Handell .
The benediction was then given by
Rabbi Krantz, who asked for con-
tinued intellectual freedom, and
the blessings to be derived from it.
